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BEVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 



A. Erman. Life in Ancient Egypt. Translated by H. M. Tirard. 
"With 400 illustrations in the text, and 11 plates. Pp. vn, 570. 
Macmillan & Co., London and New York, 1894. Price, $6.00. 

This work is a translation of Erman's Aegypten, published in 1889. 
It is enriched with more abundant illustrations, but the text remains 
substantially unmodified by the results of the excavations and discov- 
eries of the last five years. Even though the alterations to be made 
by thus bringing the volume up to date would have affected, as Erman 
declares, matters of detail and not the general scope of the work, we 
cannot help feeling some slight regret that the English translation had 
not also presented the latest acquisitions of knowledge on the subject. 
Such a regret, however, is a small matter in comparison with the satis- 
faction we feel in having this valuable work placed in the hands of a 
wider circle of English-speaking people. 

The scope of this volume is much the same as that of Wilkinson's 
Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, but the treatment is 
more systematic and is inspired by the study of original documents 
rather than secondary sources of information. The following titles of 
chapters is a good index of the scope of the book : Introduction ; 
The Land of Egypt ; The People of Egypt ; History of Ancient Egypt ; 
The King and His Court ; Political Conditions in Egypt under the 
Old Empire ; Political Conditions in Egypt under the New Empire ; 
The Police and , the Courts of Justice ; Family Life ; The House ; 
Dress; Recreation; Religion; The Dead; Learning; Literature; The 
Plastic Arts; Agriculture; Arts and Crafts; Traffic and Trade; War. 
Under each of these headings there is an admirable survey of the 
subject and significant observations which will interest even those who 
are acquainted with more highly specialized treatises. The monu- 
ments, especially the wall paintings and reliefs which figure so abun- 
dantly in the great Egyptological publications, have been carefully 
studied by Erman ; but even more important in contributing value to 
his work have been the inscriptions, particularly those contained in 
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Lepsius' Denkmaler and in The London Select Papyri. The monu- 
ments are thus made to speak to us through the mouth of the people. 
In spite of the fact that these inscriptions convey but little informa- 
tion in proportion to their length, theauthor shows rare critical acumen 
in severing the wheat from the chaff. This leads him to report the 
shadows as well as the high lights of Egyptian life. 

The book is characterized throughout by a strong historic sense of 
the changes in Egyptian life through the different periods. In every 
chapter he treats his special theme under the Old Empire, then under 
the Middle and the New. This fixes his lowest limit at the 20th 
dynasty. The constitution of Egypt of the later centuries, under the 
Libyans, Ethiopians, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks and Romans, he 
considers as too complicated to be treated together with the Egypt of 
older days. 

This volume is full of information, compactly and well expressed, 
and deserves a wide audience of intelligent readers. 

A. M. 

Salomon Rbinach. Antiquiles Nationales. Description Raisonnie 
du Musee de Saint- Germain-en-Laye. Bronzes Figure's de la Oaule 
Romaine. 8vo., pp. xvi, 384. Librairie de Pirmin-Didot 
et 0", 1894. 

We welcome this as a model catalogue. Five years ago the same 
indefatigable and accomplished archaeologist catalogued the pre-his- 
toric monuments of the National Museum at Saint Germain. The 
present volume comprehends the collection of figured bronzes of 
Roman Gaul. Though few of these objects can be said to be possessed 
of aesthetic charm, such a collection is of interest and importance as 
furnishing material for a knowledge of the Gallic race under Roman 
dominion. Five hundred and forty-five objects are here catalogued. 
They comprise Graeco- Roman divinities, Keltic divinities, various per- 
sonages, heads, busts, masks, animals, vases and parts of figured vases, 
knife handles, lamps and other objects. The volume is introduced by 
an excursus on the Origin and Characters of Gallo-Roman Art. Here 
the author sums up the general characters of Gallic, or more widely 
of Kelto-Scythic art, as consisting : 

1. Of a prevalence of geometric decoration ; 
. 2. A prevalence of a taste for symmetry above that for the living 
form, of logic over the imagination ; 

3. A taste for the employment of bright colors ; 

4. A taste for perforated work ; 

5. A tendency to stylization, that is, the transformation of human 
and animal forms into decorative motifs. 



